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IT sounds almost too good to be
true but one family will have 
at least an extra £866 in their
pocket next year, thanks to
signing up to Mirror Cashback.

Like millions around the country,
Tracie and Peter Kanssen, who have
three sons aged 17, 14 and 10, found
their finances being severely squeezed
by higher bills and soaring food and
fuel prices.

Now, by simply making their normal
monthly purchases through our
website – where retailers pay you
every time you spend – the family has
found a way to beat the credit crunch
and earn hundreds of pounds.

It includes £114.35 earnings for
clothes shopping, £50.59 for booking
holidays online and a massive £375.50
for renewing insurances and switching
fuel suppliers and credit cards.

The extra cash is a welcome relief
for Tracie, 45, a part-time childcare
lecturer from London, who admits she
was starting to worry how she would
manage to make ends meet.

She says: “We’ve definitely been
feeling the crunch. This time last year
we’d always have £100 left over at the
end of the month, and we always paid
off the credit card balance in full.

“This year there’s nothing left over
and the amount on the credit card is
starting to creep up. 

“We’ve made adjustments to the way
we live, like buying supermarket-own
food instead of brand names, and not
going out so much.

SPENDING
“Even then, we spend more each

month than is coming in. 
“Our weekly food shop has risen by

around £40 and we’re spending £80
a month extra just filling up the car.”

Peter, 47, who works as a commu-
nity worker with the elderly, adds:
“Every month has been harder than
the last, and I don’t see things getting
better any time soon.

“Our eldest son Izaak has just
passed his driving test but we couldn’t
afford to put him on our insurance. 

“And paying next year’s school
trips for our younger boys Noah and
Ezra will be a struggle.

“Then there are other insurances
coming up for renewal. We were
paying £10 a month on pet insurance
for our dog Mertyl but the cheapest
renewal price I could get was nearly
three times that.

“Like most people, we’re always
looking for ways to save – every penny
counts. We always turn off lights and
use energy-saving lightbulbs, we’ve
shopped around for better deals and
cheaper quotes, and are always cutting
out vouchers and discount codes. 

“But none of it has actually made
as much of a difference as the Mirror
Cashback website.”

What’s impressed the family most
is how much they can earn by
switching suppliers, insurances,
bank accounts and
phones, after logging
on to www.mirror
cashback.com

They will get a £74
r e w a r d j u s t b y
switching their gas, elec-
tricity and broadband to
the Post Office, while
Asda and NatWest will pay cashback
of £45 for taking out car and pet insur-
ance – as well as other savings they
might make by switching suppliers.

And when Tracie, Peter and their
two eldest sons’ mobile contracts are
up for renewal, T-Mobile will pay a
total of £146 for taking out new

contracts with them. Tracie says: “It’s
almost too good to believe. It’s so
different to turning off some lights and
hoping your bill will be less, it’s real
money going into your bank account.

“And even the smaller earnings
add up. We worked out that if we do
all our clothes shopping online
through Mirror Cashback, we’ll earn
more than £110 in a year.”

Most High Street
shops the family buys
from are on the website
and most offer between
two and seven per cent
cashback. But some
give as much as 40 per
cent of the price back.

Tracie says: “I’ll defi-
n i t e l y b u y m y

Christmas presents this year from
Mirror Cashback. The Play website
gives three per cent cashback, so I’ll
get £5.78 back from the Wii Fit we’re
buying as a family present.

“I’ve worked out we’ll earn £48.13
back from the Christmas shopping this
year. Even the dog’s present will give

me 88p back because I’ll buy it from
Pet Planet, which gives back 2.5 per
cent of the price.” And Tracie and Peter
are also pleased with the cashback
they will get from booking their
annual family summer holiday.

Lastminute.com is offering two per
cent cashback on holidays, so their
week-long summer holiday to Majorca,
costing £1,910, will earn them an
extra £38.20. They’ll even get three
per cent back on their car hire if they
book it through Mirror Cashback.

EXPENSE
Tracie says: “Some of the amounts

seem small but they all add up,
which is important when money’s
tight and you’ve got three growing
boys. We normally have a pizza night
once a month – by ordering through
Mirror Cashback we’ll earn £9 a year.

“From now on whenever I need to
buy something I’ll go to the website
and check if I can buy it on there.

“For instance, we’ll need a new bed
and TV some time next year.

“It’s quite an expense but if we get

it through Mirror Cashback at least
we’ll get £56 back.” And Tracie also
plans to introduce her family and
friends to the site – for each person
she refers who starts shopping through
Mirror Cashback she’ll earn a fiver.

She says: “I’ve already told some
friends, although I had to convince
them there really wasn’t a catch!

“It’s a great idea because it’s cash
for free, you’re not buying anything
more than you’d normally do, yet
because you’re doing it through the
website you’re earning money, too.

“With all the economic doom and
gloom, we’ve finally got a bit of 
good news. Compared to this time last
year, around £100 has been shaved off
my monthly budget.

“But by using Mirror Cashback I’m
getting almost that amount back
every month.

“It basically means we’ll be back to
where we were before prices started
going up – which surely means we’ll
have beaten the credit crunch.”
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